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Korea’s nuclear | nationwide polls on join world
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Germany has to stop
fearing US to join
world powers’ club

By HosseinZiaee*

In their interviews with FunkeMediengruppe, Germa-
ny’s third largest newspaper and magazine publisher
headquartered in Essen, the heads of the factions of
different parties of the German federal parliament

(the Bundestag) have all acknowledged that a lack of
self-confidence in foreign policy towards the US is the
biggest obstacle to Berlin’s entry into the club of the
world’s major powers.

When Germany, as the beating heart of Europe, main
developer of the European Union’s policies and largest
economy of the continent lacks sufficient self-confi-
dence, this means that Europe also fails to be an impor-
tant political player in the international community.
This increases the importance of the issue, as a weak
Germany is in fact a weak Europe.

Among the German politicians who, in interviews with
FunkeMediengruppe, have criticized Germany’s lack of
pragmatism and self-confidence in its foreign policy are
Volker Kauder (the parliamentary group leader of the
ruling CDU/CSU faction in the German Bundestag),
Christian Lindner (a member of the Bundestag and
leader of the liberal Free Democratic Party of Germa-
ny), SahraWagenknecht (German left-wing politician,
economist, author and publicist and a member of the
Bundestag) and Anton Hofreiter (the co-chair of the
Green Party’s parliamentary group).

They have also stressed the necessity of maintaining
Germany’s national integrity and unity in the face of
US President Donald Trump’s anti-Germany policies.
This comes as, according to the latest poll by Germa-
ny’s ARD broadcasting service, more than 80 percent
of the country’s people describe Trump as a threat to
global peace and, particularly, Europe and Germany.
At present, while Trump with his enormous self-con-
fidence overtly and flagrantly seeks to, by adopting
different political plans (such as encouraging racism
and supporting right-wing parties across Europe) and
waging an international trade war, dissolve the EU and
cripple Germany’s economy, Europe is in a state of
complete passivity and inactivity and is solely taking

Y ooleuis / \YAY ol als )a /a5b )9 eloinl - s 3Laidl aslidle (yuimzcs

ineffective retaliatory measures and issuing political
statements condemning Trump’s moves and policies.

A few while ago, German Chancellor Angela Merkel

as well as the country’s foreign minister, Heiko Maas,
in response to Trump’s frequent interferences and
contemptuous behavior towards Berlin, announced “We
are not captives, neither of Russia nor the US. We are
one of the guarantors of the free world and that will
stay that way”.

However, recent developments, particularly those relat-
ed to Germany’s foreign policy, are still following and
reflecting a different trend. The political and economic
structures of Germany fail to be strong enough to ena-
ble the country to resist the US and Trump’s excessive
demands.

The disdainful behavior displayed by the current US
ambassador to Germany, Richard A. Grenell, toward
German political and economic officials is in a way as
if he views Berlin as a US state. This has been objected
to several times by the German public opinion.

To prove that Germany, as mentioned by Maas, “is not
US captive”, the German government is, more than
anything else, required to adopt a pragmatic approach,
which, so far, has not been the case.

The issue of preserving the Joint Comprehensive

Plan of Action, signed between Iran and P5+1, in the
aftermath of US May withdrawal from the deal, is a po-
litical arena where Europe and, particularly, Germany
can assert their authority and power to chaos-creating
Trumpism.

Unless Germany fails to dispel the fear of the US from
the country’s cultural and political foundations and
structures, it will not be able to enter the club of the
world powers and, thus, the idea of Germany becoming
a major world power will remain a pipedream.
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in Punjab province and seats of Punjab are very significant
in forming the national government.

On the other hand Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) which is
slightly new party in Pakistan is very confidant to win the
elections but still they are not very strong in Punjab and
Sindh.

DrRasulBakhshRais Senior analyst and professor of Polit-
ical Science at Lahore University of Management Science
(LUMS) talking to IRNA said though it is not possible to
predict the elections but PTI will definitely will win more
seats.

“PTI has more followers across the country as compared
to other political parties thus in a better position to form
the next government,” he said.

He went on to say that terrorists and enemies of Pakistan
have tried to sabotage the election through some terrorist
activities on election rallies but they have failed to sabo-
tage the election process in the country.

RasulBakhshRais said it is good that the democracy is
continuing in Pakistan and elections are being held on
time.

Despite all the unpredictability and uncertainty that still
exists, one thing has become clear now that no party

will be able to win enough seats to form its own govern-
ment and they would need help of smaller parties in this
regards.

At least 137 seats will be required to win a simple major-
ity in the National Assembly. A hung parliament or a split
mandate seems to be the mostly likely outcome.

Senior analyst RahimullahYusufzai told IRNA that

there would be close contest between Pakistan Muslim
League-N (PML-N) and Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
in Punjab province which holds major share of seats of
National Assembly.

“But we cannot underestimate PML-N,” he noted.

He went on to say that in Sindh Province PPP seems
stronger, in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa PTI has an edge over
other parties and in Balochistan, BalochistanAwami Party
(BAP) could form a coalition government along with
some religious parties.

RahimullahYusufzai added that elections will be held on
time but there would be a coalition government which
means a week government.

The analyst expressing his views said that terrorists have
failed to sabotage the election process though they have
tried a lot.

He said that turn out in the elections would be low due to
hot and humid weather in Pakistan. “This is the first time
we are having elections in the month of July,” he said.

As the general elections are about to arrive the youth of
Pakistan is being termed as a major influencer on election

results. This election will be a watershed moment to
decide the future of this country as 46 million youth is a
registered voter out of total 105.95 million voters. The
onus lies on political parties as how they utilize and mobi-
lize this huge vote bank.

Earlier, the ECP announced that a total of 105.95 million
voters will use their right of vote to elect the new govern-
ment. Among them are 59.2 million male and 46.7 million
female voters, showing a gender gap of over 12.5 million.
Meanwhile Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General Qa-
marJavedBajwa has directed army troops to be deployed
at polling stations during coming general elections to
follow the code of conduct of the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) in letter and spirit.

The COAS said the army would assist the ECP strictly
within the bounds of the given mandate. He said work-
ing in synchronisation with other elements of security
apparatus; the army troops would put in place all efforts
to ensure secure and safe environment enabling people to
freely exercise their democratic right.

Earlier rejecting as baseless rumors about the army’s
perceived efforts to influence the outcome of the elections,
Major General Ghafoor spokesperson for army said the
army was only working on the ECP’s directives to main-
tain law and order situation.

ECP Secretary Babar YaqoobFateh Muhammad has told
media that 800,000 security personnel and 700,000 polling
staff would perform election duties.

On the other hand the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has barred major political party leaders from using
indecent language during their election campaigns.

Prime Minister of Pakistan retired Justice NasirulMulk in
a meeting has called for paying special attention to safety
and security of political leadership and general public
attending corner meetings during election campaign.

He stressed the administration should maintain a close
liaison with political leadership to ensure strict compliance
of election code of conduct and the security protocols.

In another development the ECP has issued directives to
the National Database and Registration Authority (Nadra)
for timely issuance of computerized national identity cards
(CNICs) to the applicants so that the turnout of voters
could be maximized during the general elections sched-
uled for July 25.

Production of original CNIC is essentially required for a
voter to be enabled to exercise his right to vote.

Recently terrorists also targeted election rallies and were
able to kill more than 150 people including election can-
didates in different parts of Balochistan and Khyber-Pa-
khtunkhwa provinces with an aim to sabotage election.
However despite these acts the country is going towards
the general elections without any fear.
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~ Pakistan set to hold

nationwide polls on July 25

As Pakistan is preparing to hold general elections on July
25, it has become very difficult to predict which party will
win the election to form next government in the country.
Analysts say that it is not easy to predict an election in
Pakistan but the upcoming general elections have become
even more difficult to predict as a lot has changed within
ayear.

Pakistani nation on July 25 will vote to elect the members
of the National Assembly and the four Provincial Assem-
blies of the country. The Prime Minister of Pakistan is
elected from the National Assembly who forms the federal
government.

The National Assembly of Pakistan has 342 members

out of which 272 are directly elected members and 70
reserved seats for women and religious minorities.

A political party must secure 172 seats to obtain and
preserve a majority.

Each National Assembly is formed for a five-year term,
commencing from the date of the first sitting, after which
it is automatically dissolved.

Currently there are three main political parties in Paki-

stan’s political arena namely Pakistan Muslim League-N
(PML-N), Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) who are flexing their muscles for

the next elections. Some small parties and independent
candidates would also play an important role in forming
the next government of Pakistan.

According to Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
there are about 122 political parties in the race for upcom-
ing elections.

Pakistan Muslim League-N which ruled the country from
2013-2018, is going through a difficult phase after their
chief and former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his
daughter were sentenced for jail imprisonment in corrup-
tion cases.

Many of the strong PML-N members have already left

the party and joined Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) led by
cricketer turn Politian Imran Khan.

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) who ruled Pakistan from
2008-2013 is also facing problems. Though they are very
strong in southern Sindh province but they look very week

A

Y4 o)laid / V¥RV olo 313 53 /ail s selaial -5 5baisl asbialo s




Bilingual Economic Monthly

L 4

s

US resilience towards North

Abridged and translated by: Reza Bahar

US current treatment of North Korea’s nuclear issue and its
alleged bid to denuclearize the southeast Asia nation shows
very clearly that President Donald Trump has opted to with-
draw from his previous hard line stance.

All signs are indicative of the failure of Washington’s
bullying strategies in its approach to North Korea’s nuclear
activities.If the US bullying military approach were to bring
Pyongyang to its knees, it should have happened two dec-
ades ago. But the language of coercion and bully used by the
United States against North Korea never worked out, rather
the world witnessed the country’s military nuclear program
getting on a faster track after 1994.

That was why Americans returned to the negotiating table
though, this time again, the nuclear talks between Washing-
ton and Pyongyang hosted by Beijing produced no fruits

as a result of coercion strategy and military threats adopted
by the latter.Began in 2003, the nuclear talks terminated in
2009 when North Korea announced that because of enduring
disagreements with the US the country could not engage

in further talks with American officials and after the end of
nuclear negotiations Pyongyang increased the number of its
ballistic missiles and nuclear tests.

The White House in the run-up to the first meeting between
Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Singapore,
took a hard line stance, saying denuclearization should start
“without delay,” and after the meeting, it spoke of the pro-
cess beginning “very quickly.”Even Trump’s National secu-
rity Advisor John Bolton set a one-year time limit for the job

to be completed, but officials in Pyongyang were very quick
to react, warning against the US unilateral “gangster-like”
demands.That maybe the main reason behind Trump’s with-
drawal from its hard line approach in dealing with the North
Korean nuclear issue.Now President Trump says there is “no
time limit” for Pyongyang to relinquish its nuclear arsenal.
“We have no time limit. We have no speed limit. ... We’re
just going through the process,” the US president said

in Washington after his meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Helsinki. Trump says the US sanctions
against North Korea are still in place. On the hand, three
American prisoners have been released by Pyongyang and
North Korea has not testfired a new missile nor has it con-
ducted another nuclear test.But there are numerous rumors
and news stories suggesting Pyongyang has done nothing to
denuclearize, rather it has developed its nuclear arsenals.

It is believed that the United States has come to realize that
by adopting a language of coercion or setting time limits it
cannot deal with the North Korean nuclear issue. It is highly
probable that the change in Trump’s stance and the resilience
exercised by him are out of the US growing worries about
failure of nuclear negotiations with North Korea.

Observers, on the other hand, argue that by putting pressure
on North Korea or imposing sanctions on the country or any
other countries by the US, no constructive results will be
produced and that such measures are not going to help solve
critical issues. Written by: MassoudAhmadi, the Islamic
Republic News Agency (IRNA) Correspondent in Beijing,
China
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